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On September 6, Aquila, the University’s institutional 
repository, logged its one-millionth download. Aquila, 
launched in January 2012, was conceived primarily 
as a means of collecting and disseminating faculty 
scholarship. However, as time passed and the 
system’s capabilities became more sophisticated, 
it also became a platform for housing student 
dissertations and theses, recordings of events 
and lecture series on campus, and even served 
as a publishing platform for academic journals.
 
“We are celebrating Aquila, 
but we are also celebrating 
much more. Each download 
represents an instance 
where someone has utilized 
a resource created by one 
of our faculty, staff or students. So when we 
celebrate a million downloads, we are celebrating 
the fact that there are one million instances where 
members of the Southern Miss community have 
been able to make an impact, whether down the 
street or across the world, through the research 
that they’ve done,” said Josh Cromwell, University 
Libraries’ Institutional Repository Coordinator.
 
The vast majority of the content in Aquila is open 
access, meaning that it is freely accessible to all 
users. As time goes by and as new content is added, 
the number of downloads increases exponentially. 
Since its launch in 2012, items in Aquila have been 
downloaded by individuals from 27,708 different 
institutions in 231 countries across six continents.
 
Aquila began as a joint venture between University 
Libraries, the Office of Research and the Office of 
the Provost and was originally conceived as a means 
of preserving and displaying faculty publications. 
As Aquila grew and its capabilities became more 
familiar, it became the repository for student 
works, event recordings, committee minutes and 
resolutions, and even served as a publishing platform 
for academic journals. Now in its sixth year, Aquila 
continues to expand into new arenas. In particular, 
Aquila has recently begun housing open textbooks 
and research datasets, with more to follow in the 
coming months. 
The Libraries held a reception on September 15 
to celebrate its milestone one-millionth download. 
Dr. Melanie Leuty from the Department of 
Psychology was announced as the winner of 
the Guess the Date contest in which entrants 
submitted their guesses for the date on which 
the millionth download would occur. Dr. Leuty’s 
guess came within one day of the actual date.
 
The Libraries would like to thank everyone who 
has participated in Aquila over the past six years, 
and invites others to get involved as Aquila begins 
the journey toward its second million downloads. 
 
To view the downloads taking place all around the 
world, visit http://aquila.usm.edu and check out the 
readership map on the home page.  
 
For questions or more information, 
contact Josh Cromwell at 601.266.6200 
or Joshua.Cromwell@usm.edu. 
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AQUILA CELEBRATES ONE MILLION DOWNLOADS
Anne Hudson, College of Arts and Letters Librarian, Cook Library
LIBRARIES TRANSFORM: DISCOVER. CONNECT. INSPIRE. 
Dawn Smith, Assistant to the Dean for Publicity and Outreach
Step into one of the libraries on the Hattiesburg or Gulf Coast 
campuses, and you will see a flurry of activity. Students are 
huddled together around a table working on a project, nestled 
in a corner of the silent floor studying for an exam, or printing 
and using one of the many computers. These students love the 
library. To these students, the library is a place to discover, to 
connect and to inspire. 
“Libraries Transform” is an initiative created by the American 
Library Association (ALA) to create awareness of the value, 
impact and services provided by the library and library 
professionals. To join ALA in promoting the importance of 
libraries on our campuses, we created our own campaign to 
show the transformative nature of today’s academic libraries 
and elevate the critical role they play in the modern era. At 
Southern Miss, the Libraries strive to provide a dynamic 
physical and virtual learning environment that supports the 
intellectual development and creativity of our students and 
faculty. The purpose of our plan was to bring that mission to 
everyone on campus. 
In the beginning of this process, I met with several students 
and faculty in Hattiesburg and on the Gulf Coast who make 
the library a weekly part of their lives. University Libraries has 
advanced considerably over the last few decades with online 
resources and services, but to these students and faculty, their 
favorite aspects of the libraries are simple. They love books 
and the feel of walking through the stacks. They love to find a 
quiet place to study. They love the atmosphere and meeting 
their friends for coffee and a chat between classes. They use 
microfilm, journal articles, and materials housed in special 
collections, and they do hands-on research. They realized  
there is no substitute for going to the library, and they make 
the most of it. 
Through the use of statements displayed on graphics and 
posters, these students and faculty are participants in the 
University Libraries’ “Libraries Transform” campaign. Their 
statements tell their story of why they love the library. 
Academic libraries look a little different than they did 20 
years ago. You don’t have to automatically lower your voice 
to a whisper when you enter the front doors. Collaborative 
learning is happening all around, and libraries are becoming 
not just an academic hub, but also a place for social activity. 
Students might come to find a quiet place to study, check 
out a book, get technical or research help, or meet up 
with friends for a group study session. Faculty search 
for and check out books, pick up Interlibrary Loan books, 
search for articles, use the reference materials, look at 
microfilm, study in or stop by for a treat at Starbucks.
No matter their reasons for using the library, they all believe 
that libraries transform. They all believe it is a place to discover, 
connect and inspire. And we are going to tell their stories. 
HATTIESBURG HOSTS 2017 MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Adrienne McPhaul, Health and Nursing Librarian, Gulf Coast Library
Hattiesburg was the host site for the 2017 Mississippi Library 
Association’s (MLA) annual conference at the Lake Terrace 
Convention Center from October 17 - 20. Sarah Mangrum, 
University Libraries’ Access Services librarian and associate 
clinical professor, served as the conference organizer as part of 
her role as vice president of MLA. 
“Hosting the MLA Annual Conference in Hattiesburg was a 
wonderful experience. I loved being able to share my city  
with library colleagues from around the state. Special thanks 
go to my colleagues at Southern Miss who went above and 
beyond to volunteer on committees, give presentations or  
help plan events. I could not have done it without their 
support,” said Mangrum. 
John Chrastka, executive director of 
EveryLibrary, served as the keynote 
speaker. EveryLibrary is the first and 
only national organization dedicated 
exclusively to political action at a local 
level to create, renew and protect 
public funding for libraries of all 
types. It provides tactical and operational support to local voter 
awareness campaigns, seed and sustaining monies to local 
ballot committees and PACs, as well as conducting direct voter 
advocacy in support of library taxing, bonding and referendum. 
EveryLibrary helps public, school and college libraries win 
bonding, tax and advisory referendum, ensuring stable funding 
and access to libraries for generations to come.
New York Times -bestselling novelist, Greg Iles, was the winner 
of the fiction award, given at the Mississippi Author Awards 
Banquet. Iles spent his youth in Natchez, Mississippi, and 
graduated from the University of Mississippi in 1983. While 
attending Ole Miss, Greg lived in the cabin where William 
Faulkner and his brothers listened to countless stories told by 
“Mammy Callie,” their beloved nanny, who had been born a 
slave. Iles wrote his first novel in 1993, a thriller about Nazi war 
criminal Rudolf Hess, which became the first of twelve New 
York Times bestsellers. His novels have been made into films, 
translated into more 
than 20 languages, and 
published in more than 
35 countries worldwide. 
His new epic trilogy 
continues the story of 
Penn Cage, protagonist 
of The Quiet Game, 
Turning Angel and 
New York Times No. 1 
bestseller, The Devil’s 
Punchbowl.  
In addition to the great 
presentations and sessions 
available, conference goers 
had opportunities to have 
a little fun before and after 
hours. University Libraries’ 
Special Collections opened  
its doors for a rare look 
into the stacks of the de 
Grummond Children’s 
Literature Collection, the 
University’s Archives and  
Rare Book Collections during a reception 
one evening. For those who prefer a little morning exercise, 
the Southern Miss School of Library and Information Science 
(SLIS) hosted a morning of yoga, provided by Greenhouse 
Yoga, a local yoga studio in Hattiesburg.  
As with prior MLA annual conferences, University Libraries 
took an active role. 
 » Health and nursing librarian, Elena Azadbakht, assisted 
with the review of poster session submissions and 
presented “Useful and Usable: Usability Testing for Library 
Website Redesign” with web coordinator, John Blair.
 » Cook Library’s evening supervisor, Emilie Aplin, served 
on the Hospitality Committee, assisting at the conference 
booth and coordinating donations for welcome bags and 
door prizes.
 » Joyce Shaw, head of the Gulf Coast Research 
Laboratory’s Gunter Library, co-organized the Special 
Libraries Section session with Sheila Cork from the New 
Orleans Museum of Art and also volunteered at the 
hospitality booth.
 » Jennifer Brannock, curator of Rare Books and 
Mississippiana, worked with SLIS to plan the Greenhouse 
Yoga event and presented with Dr. Andrew Haley on the 
Mississippi Community Cookbook Project. Brannock also 
served as local arrangements chair and worked the booth 
for the Society of Mississippi Archivists. 
 » Arts and letters librarian, Anne Hudson, presented 
“Sharing Faculty Collaboration Success Stories,” based 
on her work with Dr. Alan Thompson creating an open 
educational resource textbook.
 » Peter Dean, education and psychology librarian at the 
Gulf Coast Library, presented a poster session, “Conflict, 
Collaboration and (Hopefully) Closure: Working with 
Graduate Students to Develop a Conflict-Resolution 
Workshop for USM University Libraries.”
 » Catalog librarian, Linda Ginn, presented “Digital 
Bookplates: Old Technology and New Applications.”
 » Adrienne McPhaul served as chair of the Public Relations 
Committee and presented “Academic Writing Groups: Can 
Peer Pressure Help You Tell Your Story?”
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The library encourages  
scholarship and offers many 
resources, a variety of places to 
study, and a large selection of 
books to borrow. I come to the 
library to take advantage of these 
resources and to get away from  
the stresses of life.  
– Osha Campbell, Senior Criminal 
Justice Major from Jackson, Miss. 
Libraries are the only place I know 
of where no matter what your 
passion is, there is someone ready 
to help you explore it. Historical 
research takes one to every corner 
of the library, and the stacks are a 
magical place.  
– Dr. Andrew P. Haley, Associate 
Professor of History 
I learned, as a graduate student, 
that there is absolutely no 
substitute for actually going to the 
library and physically laying your 
hands on an original source of 
information. And while times have 
certainly changed so that more 
information is available digitally, 
there remains no better way or 
place to do research the right way.  
– Alan Thompson, Associate 
Professor of Criminal Justice
I love using the library because 
everyone is there for the same 
purpose, to study and learn, and 
the appreciation of academia is 
exciting. The Gulf Coast Library is a 
great place to study, and the view 
isn’t bad either!  
– Kaytlin Dorris, Senior Tourism 
Management Major from  
Bay St. Louis, Miss.
MLA Annual Conference
October 17–20, 2017
MLA Annual Conference
October 17–20, 2017
Haiesburg
MLA Annual Conference
October 17–20, 2017
Lake T r ace Conv tio  Center
Haiesburg, MS
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES ANNOUNCES THE GOLDEN EAGLE TEXTBOOK INITIATIVE 
Jennifer Culley, Collection Management and Acquisitions Librarian
Sarah Mangrum, Access Services Librarian
The Golden Eagle Textbook Initiative (GETI) began in August 
2017 with the goal of providing access to textbooks for 
undergraduate students on the Hattiesburg campus. GETI 
allows students to check out general education curriculum 
textbooks for up to three hours at a time.  
University Libraries is aware of rising textbook costs and its 
effect on student success. In an effort to help more students 
gain access to textbooks, Sarah Mangrum, Access Services 
librarian, and Jennifer Culley, collection management and 
acquisitions librarian, applied for and were awarded a $10,000 
Southern Miss Fund grant from the USM Foundation. Additional 
funds from University Libraries and the Student Government 
Association were used to start the program.  
Over 100 textbooks were ordered for 64 class sections. In the 
first full month of the program, various textbooks have circulated 
to students 143 times, with the most popular textbooks relating 
to sociology and history. The program will be evaluated each 
semester, and textbooks will be updated as they are replaced 
with newer editions or different texts. The grant will run 
throughout the 2017-18 academic year. As long as students  
are benefiting from the program, University Libraries will 
continue to seek funding and other sustainability options to 
continue the program.  
For more information on this initiative, contact Sarah Mangrum, 
Cook Library Access Services librarian, at 601.266.4251 or 
Sarah.Rials@usm.edu or Jennifer Culley, acquisitions librarian,  
at 601.266.6209 or Jennifer.Culley@usm.edu.
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS COOKBOOK COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTED IN TALK 
Jennifer Brannock, Curator of Rare Books and Mississippiana 
Special Collections continued the annual tradition of hosting 
Dr. Andrew P. Haley, who delivers a lecture about a community 
cookbook from the Mississippiana Collection, on September 20. 
Haley, an associate professor of history, presented on a Garden 
Club cookbook from Tchula, Mississippi. “Grave Concerns: 
Cooking, Conservation and the Tchula Garden Club” looked at 
how an award-winning preservation effort by the women of 
Tchula expanded and challenged conservation programs in the 
Mississippi Delta that 
were led by men and 
federal agencies. As 
always, cooks from 
around Southern 
Miss prepared food 
from the cookbook 
for the reception.  
Haley’s talk 
highlighted his work with the Mississippi Community 
Cookbook Project, a digital humanities initiative he created that 
looks at cookbooks for the surprising insights into the ways 
Mississippians ate and how they viewed their hometowns, state 
and even the world. You can learn more about the project at 
mscommunitycookbooks.usm.edu. 
Through efforts to promote and collect Mississippi community 
cookbooks, Special Collections recently received a sizable 
donation of cookbooks from a Mississippi native living in 
Virginia. The Lessie Amsler Orr Cookbook Collection includes 
the cookbooks of Carthage natives Lessie Amsler Orr and 
her son Anderson Orr. With over 2,000 titles, the collection 
includes cookbooks by Mississippians, as well as those 
produced by chefs from around the world with a strong holding 
of French cookbooks.  Coupled with Special Collections’ 
growing Mississippi community cookbook collection, at over 
860 books, the project is are moving toward a comprehensive 
look at Mississippi culinary heritage and books that may have 
influenced these local recipes. 
For more information 
about the cookbook 
collection in Special 
Collections, contact 
Jennifer Brannock at 
Jennifer.Brannock@
usm.edu or 
601.266.4347. 
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4 5SPECIAL COLLECTIONS CELEBRATES MISSISSIPPI’S BICENTENNIAL
Jennifer Brannock, Curator of Rare Books and Mississippiana
Lorraine Stuart, Head of Special Collections, Curator of  
Historical Manuscripts/Archives
In honor of the 200th anniversary of Mississippi, Special 
Collections received a grant from the Mississippi Humanities 
Council to support a series of events that reflected the history 
of the state.  With events in the spring, summer and fall 
semesters, organizers varied the types of events highlighted. 
In conjunction with the FestivalSouth Film Expo (FSFX) in 
June, Special Collections hosted a lecture by Mississippi Film 
Office director, Ward Emling, and deputy director and Sundance 
Award recipient, Nina Parikh. The lecture, “Film Mississippi: 
1914-2017,” covered the extensive history of film in the 
state and provided insight into the industry’s current status. 
FSFX organizer and independent film director, Miles Doleac, 
introduced the event, held at the Little Building in downtown 
Hattiesburg. Film enthusiasts lingered to discuss the industry’s 
future in the state.  Interns with the Mississippi Film Office 
filmed the event. 
Mississippi native and award-winning novelist, Margaret 
McMullan, presented the lecture, “Mississippi as Landscape” at 
the Hattiesburg Public Library in July. The author regaled a large 
audience with personal tales of Mississippi that influenced her 
writing. Following a Q&A session, the author signed copies of 
her latest novels. 
Events in the fall semester continued the strong activities from 
the summer months. Southern Miss assistant professor, Dr. 
Joseph Weinberg, gave a fascinating talk about Mississippi’s 
place in the agricultural policy of the United States. Dr. Willie R. 
Tubbs, assistant professor from the University of West Florida, 
spoke in October about his research on Camp Shelby and the 
media that recorded activities about the camp during the wars. 
This event, in partnership with the Hattiesburg Public Library, 
continued the strong relationship between University Libraries 
and the local public library. 
November’s event featured a panel of speakers from Southern 
Miss and Milsaps College who spoke on different aspects 
of the resistance to the civil rights movement in Mississippi. 
Dr. Stephanie Rolph (assistant professor of history, Milsaps 
College), Jennifer Brannock (curator of Rare Books and 
Mississippiana, USM), Olivia Moore (history PhD student, 
USM) and Dr. Rebecca Tuuri (assistant professor of history, 
USM) explored topics relating to segregationist groups, archival 
collections and local involvement. Co-sponsored by the Center 
of the Study of the Gulf South, this event pulled together 
numerous perspectives of the resistance to provide a complete 
look at those who attempted to prevent integration. 
The series concluded on December 4 with “200 Years  
of Mississippi Music,” presented by Greg Johnson,  
Blues Coordinator and Associate Professor from the  
University of Mississippi.
The many talks and exhibits helped to promote the 200th 
anniversary of the state to those at Southern Miss and  
in the community. Special Collections thanks the Mississippi 
Humanities Council and the Mississippi Development Authority 
for funding received to host these activities.
STUDENTS CURATE EXHIBITS IN SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Jennifer Brannock, Curator of Rare Books and Mississippiana
Special Collections hosts an exhibits program that allows 
students the opportunity to curate mini-exhibits, featuring 
materials from the Libraries’ collections. Students learn how 
to select items for display, install the materials, write label and 
exhibit text, and how to publicize the exhibit. This year’s exhibits 
feature the work of two undergraduate history majors and an 
English doctoral student.
Looking Back: The Fight, the Contributions, the Devastation that 
Led to Northern Victory, curated by sophomore history major 
Anna Morgan, looks back on the victory of the North in the Civil 
War. Using books, diaries and pictures, Looking Back takes the 
audience through the Civil War and explains who contributed 
to the Northern victory. Looking Back also gives an idea of the 
camp life of Northern soldiers and their experiences of fighting 
alongside men they might never see again.
Legends and Folklore of Mississippi and the Gulf Coast, curated 
by history undergraduate student Dale E. Autry, explores some 
of the stranger stories and tales originating in the Gulf Coast 
and Mississippi River region. These stories, whether real or 
imagined, often become part of the local tradition and, at times, 
even enter the popular culture of their time. Though easily 
dismissed by most, these stories and myths have nonetheless 
affected the lives of many people, and at the very least, make 
for entertaining reading.
 
From Typescript to Hardcover, curated by Center for Writers 
doctoral student Sara A. Lewis, showcases the process of 
editing a manuscript for publication. A handwritten note among 
Ezra Jack Keats’ papers, in which he claims the process of 
publishing a book “is pretty much a mystery to most people,” 
was the inspiration for this exhibit. In an effort to demystify 
this process, edited sections of John Green’s Paper Towns, 
Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time, and episode 333 of 
Saturday Night Live are on display, tracking the development of 
these projects from the draft stage to the final product.
These exhibits are on display on the third floor of McCain Library 
and Archives through February 2018. If you have questions 
about the program or the exhibits on display, contact Jennifer 
Brannock at Jennifer.Brannock@usm.edu or 601.266.4347. 
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6 7CURIOUS GEORGE (AND OTHERS) GOES TO JAPAN! 
Ellen Ruffin, Curator of the de Grummond Children’s Literature Collection
For the past three years, the de Grummond Collection has 
hosted prominent visitors from Japan’s public television entity, 
NHK. NHK airs the “Curious George” television program 
throughout the country, and they visited the collection with 
the request of launching a traveling exhibition featuring 
Curious George to commemorate his 75 years of existence. 
After initial conversations, NHK began traveling to Hattiesburg 
to research the project. They traveled between Tokyo and 
Hattiesburg approximately six times to examine every box, 
picture, marketing and merchandising item. The final visit from 
Japan took place later in May 2017, and that visit included 
representatives from the shipping company in Atlanta, 
who would be responsible for transporting the materials to 
Japan. Each and every item was carefully measured and 
weighed and would be shipped in the custom-made cases. 
Once the materials were packed and shipped, the de 
Grummond’s collection specialist, Amanda Myers, traveled 
to Japan in July to complete the initial conditions report 
of the materials. Myers was on site when the crates 
were opened, and she tediously examined each piece. 
Ellen Ruffin, de Grummond’s curator, was next to travel to 
Japan, this time for the opening in August. The exhibit is  
“old George” and “new George.” The “old George” pieces  
are from the de Grummond Collection, and the “new 
George” are from Universal Studios’ George, the one 
featured in the film and on the television show. 
The exhibition opening 
was astoundingly 
successful. Children, 
dressed in all types 
of George apparel 
and paraphernalia, 
were everywhere. 
Accompanying the 
children were mothers, 
grandmothers, 
grandfathers, aunts and 
uncles. The NHK creators 
used images from the 
original art, digitized by University Libraries’ Digital Collections, 
to create shirts, socks, file folders, fans, etc. 
Matsuya was the first exhibition, and five more locations will 
follow over the next two years. By the time George visits the 
next five locations, he will have been in every geographic 
area of the country.  It 
is not easy to send the 
Collections’ materials  
to such a long distance 
 for a long time, but the 
NHK staff has invested 
great time and care in 
taking precautionary 
measures to protect  
our priceless archive.
OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE TEXTBOOK INITIATIVE 
Anne Hudson, Assistant Professor and Arts and Letters Librarian
University Libraries and the Office of the Provost recently 
partnered to support faculty with grant funding to adopt, 
modify or create open textbooks, or other open educational 
resource textbooks, to take the place of the traditional 
textbook used in their classes. The benefits to using library 
resources or free authoritative resources to supplement course 
instruction include the ability for faculty to customize the texts 
to their own teaching methods, allowing students to access 
the texts at no cost, providing higher learning and engagement 
in the classroom and introducing students to library resources 
that have been selected to support the teaching and learning 
objectives of the course.
In August, Dr. Alan Thompson, an associate professor of 
criminal justice, completed his textbook, An Introduction 
to Police Operations and Methods: The Connection to Law 
and History, utilizing resources provided by co-author, Anne 
Hudson, librarian for arts and letters. Thompson discussed  
his use of open educational resources in the classroom at  
the Teaching Forum on October 3, hosted by the Center for 
Faculty Development.
Emileigh Sones and Corwin Stanford of the Math Zone and 
Kalyn Lamey from the Gulf Park campus are currently working 
to complete their open educational resource text that will 
support students who enroll in the newly designed MAT 
101/101L and expect to have it ready to pilot in January 2018. 
Emileigh Sones also served as a panelist at the Teaching 
Forum on October 3.
Faculty who are interested in creating their own open 
education resources are encouraged to contact Josh 
Cromwell, the Institutional Repository coordinator, for details. 
The application form was made available on October 1, 2017.
STUDENT ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS: ARTIFACTS FROM 1964 
By Linda Ginn, Catalog Librarian, Technical Services 
An article in the spring 2017 Library Focus focused on a German 
railway executive and SS officer involved in deportations and 
the transport of people to labor and concentration camps during 
World War II. After escaping an interrogation camp in 1945, 
he went to Argentina and worked with the Argentinian state 
railways as a technical advisor. I cataloged the transcript of a 
speech about electrification of railroads the man gave in 1952. 
The links between the speech, which I held in my hands, and 
the historical events connected with the man, made me shiver.
A few months later, there was that 
shiver again. The materials I was 
cataloging for Special Collections 
were five large illustration boards 
with architectural drawings by a 
student. They might all have been 
produced during one semester, 
spring 1964, but one is marked with 
“May 11, 1964” and “U.S.M.”. 
Illustrations are hand drawn and 
painted, and the boards include 
floor plans, plot plans, wall sections 
and supplies information. Three of 
the five boards are a set, showing 
interior and exterior designs for a fraternity house. The fourth 
board features a multistory apartment building. The last shows 
a design for a medical/dental 
office building. A quick look 
at the illustrations seemed, at 
first, all that was necessary; 
but on closer inspection, the 
historical and research value 
of the drawings became 
more apparent. 
The main drawing shows 
the office building situated 
in a plot of land with parking nearby. The plot plan shows three 
separate areas of parking. The largest, in front of the building, 
is labeled “White Parking.” The two parking areas at opposite 
corners behind the building are labeled “Doctors & Nurses” and 
“Colored Parking.” Three entrances are near the three parking 
areas, and in the central lobby are the planned, separate waiting 
areas labeled “White” and “Colored.” 
To view this item or others, visit Special Collections in McCain 
Library and Archives, room 305. For more information,  
contact Jennifer Brannock at Jennifer.Brannock@usm.edu  
or 601.266.4347. 
THE 2018 MISSISSIPPI BOOK FESTIVAL GAVE US A REASON TO BE PROUD
Ellen Ruffin, Curator of the de Grummond Children’s Literature Collection
The third annual Mississippi Book Festival was held at the state 
capitol on August 18. Over 6,400 people attended the festival’s 
45 official panel discussions and activities at 10  
different venues.  
Dr. Carla Hayden, United States Librarian of Congress and first 
librarian to hold the position, opened the festival. Not only is she 
the first librarian, but she is also the first woman and the first 
African-American to serve in that capacity. The opening, which 
was filmed on C-SPAN, introduced the brand new literary map of 
Mississippi. During her interview, Dr. Hayden mentioned the de 
Grummond Collection as one of the premier research centers for 
children’s literature. She also announced her hopes of having a 
Curious George exhibition at the Library of Congress in 2019. 
There were many exciting book activities at the festival. Students 
engaged in events on Friday before the book festival, which 
resulted in over 1,200 free books placed into the hands of young 
people. A group of fourth graders met with Meg Cabot and 
received copies of her Middle School Princess #3:  Royal Crush. 
Angie Thomas spent time with area ninth graders to discuss her 
bestselling book, The Hate U Give. 
There were four national and state exhibits showcased in 
the capitol rotunda, which included the Library of Congress, 
the Mississippi Library Commission, C-SPAN and the de 
Grummond Children’s Literature Collection. Attendees had the 
rare opportunity to view the original art from Ezra Jack Keats’ 
Snowy Day. Famed author and illustrator Peter Reynolds tweeted, 
“Wow! I’m seeing the original art of Snowy Day!”
The Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival sponsored “Kid Note,” 
which featured award-winning author Candace Fleming and 
Caldecott Award-winning artist, Eric Rohmann. The University of 
Southern Mississippi’s Friends of University Libraries, along with 
the Mississippi’s Humanities Council, sponsored Dr. Hayden’s 
interview and introductory session. Also sponsored by the Friends 
was the Mississippi Middle Grade Fiction Panel. Linda Jackson 
(Midnight Without a Moon), Corabel Shofner (Almost Paradise), 
Taylor Kitchings (Yard War), Barry Wolverton (The Dragon’s Gate) 
and Augusta Scattergood (Making Friends with Billy Wong) were 
all present to speak and sign their books.
The Mississippi Book Festival is one of the great Mississippi 
events. It’s hard to believe that a state with such a notable literary 
history is still new in the festival business. However, the reports 
of the success of the festival have reached publishers, and they 
are responding to requests for their authors’ appearances by 
sending them to the “Literary Lawn Party.”
OSMO VISURI WATERCOLOR EXHIBITED AT GULF COAST LIBRARY
From September 6 through November 30, the Southern Miss Gulf 
Coast Library presented a watercolor exhibit by the late Finnish 
artist Osmo Visuri. The collection was on loan from Mary Pyle 
of Gulfport, who met Visuri during his tenure as a professor at 
the University of Helsinki in 1988. Pyle was visiting Finland as 
a presidentially appointed member of the National Council on 
Vocational Education. 
Visuri would later visit Pyle and her husband, Jack, at their home 
in Mississippi. During his visit, the artist and the couple attempted 
to find a place to exhibit his paintings. After an unsuccessful effort 
during his month-long stay, Visuri left his paintings with Pyle, 
where they remained until 2017. 
A painter, photographer, filmmaker, author, professor and world 
traveler, Visuri travelled extensively in the Middle East and 
published several books on Israel when the state was being 
established after WWII. He is recognized as a television pioneer 
in Finland, serving as head of documentary programs for Finnish 
National Television and as the head of the Department of 
Television and Film at the University of Helsinki.
Visuri was also known in Italy, where he operated a watercolor 
studio, and in Israel, where he authored several books about the 
Biblical parables. After retirement, Visuri continued teaching at his 
studio until his death in 2013. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON . . . XIAOJIE DUAN
Xiaojie Duan is an associate professor and catalog librarian 
at The University of Southern Mississippi’s Cook Library 
on the Hattiesburg campus. She received her Bachelor of 
Arts degree at the Sichuan International Studies University 
in China and her Master of Library and Information Science 
degree at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
Xiaojie is from Chogqing, China, a southwest city that is 
famous for its hot climate and its hot pot, a Chinese stew. 
She moved to the United States in 2011 after completing her 
bachelor’s degree, and in 2014, she moved to Hattiesburg to 
begin her career at the University.
Xiaojie was selected as a representative of the Chinese 
American Librarians Association (CALA) to attend the 
Emerging Leader program. This is a one-year program for 
young librarians offered by the American Library Association 
(ALA) to develop leadership skills. Every ALA-affiliated 
association can select two association members each year 
to attend this program with $1,000 financial support, and 
Xiaojie was honored to be selected for 2015-16.
“As a former Chinese student who received a master’s 
degree in the U.S., I felt like I could learn more about the 
needs of Chinese students and better inform them of 
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what services the library can 
provide,” says Xiaojie. In 2015, 
she completed research on the 
information and research needs 
specific to Chinese students, and 
she is now in the planning phase 
of implementing her program. 
Xiaojie’s current research focuses 
on virtual reference services 
(VRS), which aims to explore the 
strategies of Chinese students 
who use VRS, including their 
satisfaction of the current library catalog and website, 
as well as their expectation of VRS and related library 
services. The research survey is designed into two 
versions for both students and librarians, which creates 
an opportunity to compare the research data and get the 
research results from the two research subjects. The 
research findings are expected to create a conversation 
between librarians and their international users, and allow 
librarians and students a better understanding of each 
other, while improving library services.
